
Title	  of	  Routine	  	   When	  Used	  	   Create	  a	  “catchy”	  graphic	  to	  capture	  thinking	  will	  have	  these	  prompts:	  
What	  makes	  you	  say	  that?	  
(Interpretation	  with	  justification)	  

This routine helps students describe what they see or know and asks 
them to build explanations. It promotes evidential reasoning 
(evidence-based reasoning) and because it invites students to share 
their interpretations, it encourages students to understand alternatives 
and multiple perspectives.	  

1. What’s	  going	  on?	  
2. What	  makes	  you	  say	  that?	  
	  

Think	  Puzzle	  Explore	  
(Sets	  the	  stage	  for	  deeper	  inquiry)	  

To help students connect to prior knowledge, to stimulate curiosity 
and to lay the groundwork for independent inquiry.	  

1. What	  do	  you	  think	  you	  know	  about	  the	  topic?	  
2. What	  questions	  or	  puzzles	  do	  you	  have?	  
3. How	  can	  you	  explore	  this	  topic?	  

Think	  Pair	  Share	  
(Active	  reasoning	  and	  explanation)	  

This routine encourages students to think about something, such as a 
problem, question or topic, and then articulate their thoughts. The 
Think Pair Share routine promotes understanding through active 
reasoning and explanation. Because students are listening to and 
sharing ideas, Think Pair Share encourages students to understand 
multiple perspectives.	  

1. Think about the question or topic for 3 – 5 minutes. 
2. Turn to a peer/pair partner. 
3. Spend 3 to 5 minutes actively listening to then sharing your thoughts.   
	  

Circle	  of	  Viewpoints	  
(Explore	  diverse	  viewpoints)	  

This routine helps students consider different and diverse perspectives 
involved in and around a topic. Understanding that people may think 
and feel differently about things is a key aspect of the Fairness Ideal.	  

Brainstorm	  a	  list	  of	  different	  perspectives	  and	  then	  use	  this	  script	  skeleton	  to	  explore	  each	  
one:	  
1.	  I	  am	  thinking	  of	  ...	  the	  topic...	  From	  the	  point	  of	  view	  of	  ...	  the	  viewpoint	  you've	  chosen	  	  
2.	  I	  think	  ...	  describe	  the	  topic	  from	  your	  viewpoint.	  Be	  an	  actor	  -‐	  take	  on	  the	  character	  of	  
your	  viewpoint	  	  
3.	  A	  question	  I	  have	  from	  this	  viewpoint	  is	  ...	  ask	  a	  question	  from	  this	  viewpoint	  
Wrap	  up:	  What	  new	  ideas	  do	  you	  have	  about	  the	  topic	  that	  you	  didn't	  have	  before?	  What	  
new	  questions	  do	  you	  have?	  

I	  used	  to	  think…	  But	  now	  I	  
think…	  
(Reflecting on how and why our 
thinking changes)	  

This routine helps students to reflect on their thinking about a topic or 
issue and explore how and why that thinking has changed. It can be 
useful in consolidating new learning as students identify their new 
understandings, opinions, and beliefs. By examining and explaining 
how and why their thinking has changed, students are developing their 
reasoning abilities and recognizing cause and effect relationships.	  

Consider	  the	  topic.	  	  Write	  a	  response	  using	  each	  sentence	  stem:	  	  
I	  used	  to	  think...	  
But	  now,	  I	  think…	  
	  

See	  Think	  Wonder	  
(Explore	  works	  of	  art	  or	  other	  
interesting	  things)	  

This routine encourages students to make careful observations and 
thoughtful interpretations. It helps stimulate curiosity and sets the 
stage for inquiry.	  

Examine	  an	  object	  or	  idea:	  
1.	  What	  do	  you	  b?	  
2.	  What	  do	  you	  think	  about	  that?	  
3.	  What	  does	  it	  make	  you	  wonder?	  

Compass	  Points	   This	  routine	  examines	  propositions.	   E = Excited ��� - What excites you about this idea or proposition? What’s the upside? 
W = Worrisome ���- What do you find worrisome about this idea or proposition? What’s the 
downside? 
N = Need to Know ��� - What else do you need to know or find out about this idea or proposition? 
What additional information would help you to evaluate things? 
S = Stance or Suggestion for Moving Forward ��� - What is your current stance or opinion on the 
idea or proposition? How might you move forward in your evaluation of this idea or proposition?	  

	  


